Memorial Assignment Worksheet - Analysis
Get out the photographs of your memorial and any text you may have already written about it. Go down the list of questions here and write short answers or make checks in the appropriate boxes or underline and cross out phrases as appropriate. Use a highlighter or whatever you need to help the sheet help you organize your thoughts. Then, when you write your analysis of the memorial, have this sheet at hand. Use it for concrete ideas for which topics to address and how to address them. 

Not all the questions or ideas will apply to every site. Some of the questions will be regarded differently, depending on whether you are doing a memorial, a cemetery, a commemorative place, etc. But if you have carefully considered these concrete issues, you will be armed to tackle the broader questions on the analysis. 
===================================================================
* Place

What is the location related to? Is it the place where an event happened? Or is it a reminder placed so as to be near those who use the site? Is it on private property? Church property? Political space? Do you know why the memorial is here?

* Artifacts

Is the memorial totally "artificial" in the sense of having no material connection to the event? Or does it contain relics/artifacts from the event? (bodies, weapons, technology, etc.)

* Identities

Does the memorial commemorate events or people? What or who exactly?
This memorial identifies the fallen by (cross out all that do not apply) name, rank, home town, home region, religion, birth date, death date, birth location, death location, cause of death, status as KIA or missing, other __________________________________.
The memorial

___ does not list any names

___ lists names in an arbitrary order, by ________________________________ (for example 
alphabetically, chronologically, etc.)

___ lists names in an order that reflects a hierarchy, by _______________________________ 
(for example military rank, heroism of sacrifice, etc.).

 
* Ideologies

Does the memorial have religious elements or symbols? List them and figure out or look up their meanings:

Does the memorial have political / state elements or symbols? List them and figure out or look up their meanings:

Does the memorial have military elements or symbols? List them and figure out or look up their meanings:

* Text

Are there words on the memorial? What does the text say? When you get the chance, put that in a search engine and see if it is a quotation. Does it come from the Bible? From a famous person?

* Symbols / Objects

Which objects or symbols does the memorial show? Maps? Weapons? Badges, insignia or other elements of military regalia? Technology? Plants such as oak leaves or laurels? Flowers? Animals?
* Style
- What is the style of the memorial and its elements? That is a tough enough question for students of art history, much less military history. But perhaps you can identify something. Is it like classical Greece or Rome? Is it modern? Is it realistic (lots of detail on the human figures, realistic poses) or is it abstract? Is it ornate and flowery? 
* Human Form

- Are there statues or other images of people on the memorial? What do they portray? (Cross out what doesn't apply.) soldier, civilian, female, deity/Jesus, angel, child, etc. Describe the figure/s. 

- How are they dressed? Naked? For combat? In contemporary clothing? In ancient clothing? With modern or ancient weapons? Why?

- Are the figures "real," historical types (soldier, mother, child, etc.) or are they allegories which represent something abstract? (An allegory would be like the statue of liberty or a statue of "Mother Russia.") 
- Are the figures specific, identifiable people (a political leader would be an example)? 

- Pose, gesture, expression. Are they triumphant? Mournful? What are they doing, exactly? Are they on guard? In battle? Alive or dead or dying? Do the figures seem stiff and robotic or natural in their pose or movement? 
* Meaning
Some general questions to consider in your analysis follow. Looking back over the elements you have considered above, look for specific examples: How does the site create meaning? Does the site evoke sentiment? What kind of sentiment? How does it do so?
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